
© 2023. Thieme. All rights reserved. Synform 2023/12, A200–201 • Published online: November 15, 2023 • DOI: 10.1055/s-0040-1720615

Editorial Board FocusSynform

A200



INTERVIEW

SYNFORM  What fascinates you most about organic  
chemistry and synthesis?

Prof. D. Leonori  Organic chemistry is really about discover­
ing new ways to make interesting molecules. Improving the 
ways we make molecules is fundamental to the discovery, 
manufacture and evolution of almost all products we en­
counter in our daily life like drugs, agrochemicals, perfumes… 
Organic chemistry will always be integral to our wellbeing.

SYNFORM  Tell us more about your current research 
activities.

Prof. D. Leonori  My group’s research activity is mostly 
based on the development of novel chemical reactions. We are 
interested in the discovery of new activation modes that allow 
us to assemble chemical bonds in unprecedented manners.

SYNFORM  What do you think about the modern role and 
prospects of synthetic chemistry?

Prof. D. Leonori  I think synthetic chemistry will play an 
increasingly important role to our society. We now face many 
new challenges in terms of the types of molecules we want to 
make but also how we make them. Continuous developments 
in synthesis have strong potential to impact our wellbeing 
but also address aspects related to sustainability and waste 
detoxi­fication.

SYNFORM  What would you consider your most important 
scientific achievement to date and why?

Prof. D. Leonori  It is too early to say but I think my group 
has demonstrated several novel concepts for either bond 
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formation or cleavage that provide novel and orthogonal op­
portunities in chemical synthesis.

SYNFORM  Please comment on your role as a member of 
the Editorial Board of SYNTHESIS.

Prof. D. Leonori  I will be mostly involved in helping 
SYNTHESIS in evaluating new research manuscripts.

SYNFORM  How do you describe the value of a resource 
like SYNTHESIS to the chemistry community?

Prof. D. Leonori  SYNTHESIS is an invaluable resource in 
organic synthesis where new and modern chemical reactions 
appear daily. It is also a journal with a fast turnaround of ar­
ticles so that urgent discoveries can be published in a timely 
fashion.

SYNFORM  Finally, on a personal note, what do you do in 
your free time?

Prof. D. Leonori  I enjoy trying new cooking recipes with 
my wife and our little daughter. I also like to study astrono­
my and how it has impacted the development of ancient cul- 
tures – my favorite constellation is Orion.
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